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Earth turns the public into spacemen Published duration 27 August 2010 image caption Google Earth can be used on a computer
or in Google's mobile application Google's online mapping service has been turned into a spaceship simulator. Google Earth
allows users to zoom in on their computer screens and play the role of an astronaut. Users can zoom out to see the earth from
space, the inside of the International Space Station, and other distant parts of the planet. They can also use the information to
build their own multi-resolution maps. Satellite image data makes up most of the information shown on Google Earth, but it is

also possible to use other data sources, such as natural resource mapping. If you are at the correct height in the sky, the
equipment on board the International Space Station looks almost like the window screens on Earth. The public can navigate to

one of 60 countries using this on-board information. But instead of positioning the giant robotic arm, astronauts use the Centre's
cameras to guide them. 'I'm happy to be here' The experience started with the debut of Google Earth on 10 April 2005. Since

then, the average number of visitors to Google Earth has jumped from about 5.4 million to 50 million every month, according to
the company. And the service has proved a hit with the general public. "I came here at 2:30pm to see if I could have my own

space mission," said French tourist Emmanuelle Blache. "I'm happy to be here," she added. "It's just fabulous," said Australian
Chris Wilson, who drove a Zundapp to the space station and returned through the Italian Alps. "It's impressive how little

information is available to the public on the site. I started guessing a few things as I zoomed in," he said. 'Trave
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